Abbasids (750-1258) - the dynasty of Arab caliphs descended from Abbas, uncle of the prophet Mohammed.  They ruled the Islamic Arab empire, following the Omayyads, from 750 until overthrown by the Mongol Hulagu Khan (grandson of Genghis Khan) in 1258.  The Abbasids founded Baghdad (c762) as their capital and made it a center for the arts and sciences.  The dynasty was at its most magnificent during the reigns of Harun Al-Rashid (786-809) and his son al-Ma'mun (813-833).

Abd al-Rahman, Abd-er Rahman, Abdul Rahman, or Abdurrahman - the name of several Omayyad governors of Al-Andalus, Arab occupied Spain.  Abd al-Rahman I (756-788).  Abd al-Rahman II (822-852).  Abd al-Rahman III (912-961) was half European.  He cut ties with the Abbasid caliphate in Baghdad in 929, upgrading the Cordoban emirate to a caliphate.  Using money bequeathed to him by one of his concubines built Al-Zahra (also called Madinat al-Zahra) starting in 936 at the suggestion of his favorite wife Zahra; considered the greatest Omayyad prince who ruled Spain. An ancestor of Saydjari family.  (see caliphate, Visigoths, moors)

Abu = "father of"  Example: Mohammed Soubhi Saydjari is also called Abu Razi since Razi is his eldest son.  Sometimes connotes that the son is the more famous of the two.  (see also bint, abu, um, ibn)

Abu Bakr Mohammed Ibn Zakariya Al-Razi - see Rhazes.

Abwehr - Nazi German Military Intelligence organization.  Headed by Admiral Wilhelm Canaris.

Agha, Umar (or Omar) - grand vezir of Ottoman empire and my ffmf.

Agha=  "chief," usually of a military force.  Originally from the janissaries of the Ottoman Empire. Example: Omar Agha.

Al-Andalus - the name of Arab occupied Spain; began in 711 when the Moors defeated the Visigoths headed by Roderick, the last Gothic King of Spain; ended in 1492 when Ferdinand V retook Spain from the moors.

Allenby, General Sir Edmund – a British general during WWI in charge of the imperial forces in Egypt.  He invaded Palestine in 1916 against the Ottoman Empire and took Syria in Nov 1918.  An Arab army under the command of Husayn's (Husein) son Faysal (Faisal) was formed in the Hejaz.  With British help led by T.E. Lawrence, it took part under Allenby's command in capturing Damascus.  Colonel William Stirling, a friend of Lawrence, was also there.

Allied Conference of San Romeo - decided, in April 1920, that both Syria and Palestine should be placed under the new mandate system and that France should have the mandate for Syria.  This displaced Faysal (Faisal), who became the King of the united Syria and Palestine by a Syrian congress meeting in Damascus in March 1920.

Al-Razi - see Rhazes

Al-zahra - see Madinat al-Zahra.

Amenhotep II, Pharoh - 14th century BC Egyptian ruler.  Refers to Shayzar (qua Senzar and Sezar) in his inscriptions.

Anastasia, Albert, or Anastasio, Umberto - headed the Gambino Crime Family, the strongest of New York's five crime families.  Succeeded Philip and Vincent Mangano (founders) in 1951 by assassination.  Anastasia was killed in 1957 and was replaced by Carlo Gambino.  [Gangster with whom MSS had contact.]  In 1943 Umberto Anastasio (known publicly as Albert Anastasia) was naturalized.  On December 9, 1952, federal prosecutors tried to revoke his naturalization.  Anastasio entered the US in 1931. [Ref: US vs. Anastasio, 226 F 2d 913 (1955)].  Former Lord High Executioner of Murder, Inc.  The Mangano-Anastasia-Gambino group controlled the Brooklyn waterfront, area drugs, hijacking, and gambling]

Ar-Razi - see Rhazes

Astor, W.W. - British member of Parliament (house of commons) in 1945.  Had recently served as a naval officer in Beirut.  Stressed the need for a tight British-French alliance, but suggested that Britain could not fail to intervene if the Syrian unrest deteriorated.  He hoped President Truman would prominently help mediate.

Ata = (turkish) father

Azahara - see Madinat al-Zahra.

Baghdad Pact of 1955 - see Central Treaty Organization.

Barbary Pirates - Algerian based pirates who plundered Mediterranean shipping lanes from the 16th to 19th centuries.  Thought to be comprised of the Moors expelled from Spain (1492).

Bate = House of; designating a branch of the family.

Bedouin = (Arab) of the desert; wandering (person). Nomadic herdsmen of the Syrian, Arabian and Sahara deserts.  Although Muslim, Bedouin society retains pre-Islamic beliefs.  It is comprised of rigidly hierarchical tribal groups, some of which still practice slavery.  Such values as obedience, generosity, honor, cunning, vengefulness, and forgiveness are emphasized.  [MSS's father sends MSS to spend time with them as a child because he seemed spoiled by the privileges of wealth.]

Bek = (turkish) lord

Berber - (member) of the North African stock, including the aboriginal races, speaking allied languages.

Bidault, Georges - (1899-1983) French statesman who opposed France's decolonization policies.  He was provisional president (1946), prime minister (1946; 1949-50) and foreign secretary (1944; 1947-48; 1953-54).  In 1962 he was exiled by President DeGaulle for backing militant opposition to Algerian independence and went to Brazil.  He returned to France in 1968.  ...Foreign Minister of France in 1945; opposed General DeGaulle's deployment of troops to Syria against his recommendations.

Bello, Col. - teacher of English literature at the American University of Beirut. British agent who instigated MSS to revolt against French control.  He was said to report through Col Stirling to General Spears.  Described by MSS as about 5'11'', Red Hair, mustache, 38-42 years old, handsome, married, very covert.  He was possibly connected with infamous British agent Philby as per our father's stories.

Bint = daughter of  (see also bint, abu, um, ibn)

Byzantine Empire - historical term for the successor state to the Roman Empire in the East.  Its capital was Constantinople (Istanbul), founded by Constantine I in 330 at the ancient Greek Byzantium.  Its heartlands were Asia Minor and the Balkans; at its height, it rules Southern Spain, Italy, Sicily, N Africa, Egypt, Syria, Palestine, the Crimean coast, Cyprus and the Aegean islands.  Its religion was Eastern Orthodox Christianity; Byzantine missionaries took Christianity to Russia, and Byzantine theologians are among the chief Church Fathers.  Its literature was based on the ancient Greek classic.  Byzantine art and architecture influenced W Europe and Turkey, and Byzantine scholars contributed to Western Humanism.  The Roman Empire was divided after the death of Theodosius I in 395.  By c. 500 the western empire had fallen, and Germanic invaders occupied Italy, Spain, and N Africa.  In the East, Roman institutions continued; Justinian I (527-565) reconquered Italy, S Spain and N Africa and made a great codification of Roman law.  However, after c600 fundamental changes displaced Roman with typically Byzantine (Greek) institutions.  By 700, S Spain, N Africa, Egypt, and Syria were lost to the Visigoths and Arabs, and the Lombards were conquering Italy.  Later, Bulgars occupied much of the Balkans and, after the disastrous Byzantine defeat at the Battle of Manzikert in 1071, the Seljuks pushed deep into Asia Minor.  A 12th-century recovery ended when in 1204, Venice and the Fourth Crusade sacked Constantinople.  In 1261 Michael VIII regained the city, but the Turkish threat grew.  Western Europe, considering the Eastern Church in schism since a break (1054) between the patriarch of Constantinople and the pope, refused to help.  In 1453, the once-great Eastern Christian empire fell when the Turks captured Constantinople.

Caliphate (Arabic: khalifa, successor) - highest office in Islam.  Early caliphs were the successors of Mohammed.  They were the rulers of the Muslim community throughout the world and guardians of Islamic law.  In 632 AD, the Muslims of Medina elected Abu Bakr as the first Caliph.  He was succeeded by Omar (634-44), the first Caliph to adopt the title "commander of the faithful."  Omar was murdered, as were Othman (644-56) and Ali (656-61).  The Omayyad dynasty of caliphs then ruled from Damascus until 750, when the Shiite Muslims, descendants of Ali, who had always claimed their right to the caliphate, massacred the Omayyad family.  However, Abd-al-Rahman escaped fled to Spain and established an independent emirate at Cordoba, which lasted from 750 to 1031.  Meanwhile, the Shiite Muslims established the Abbasid family in the caliphate.  They ruled from Baghdad until it was sacked by the Mongols in 1258.  A puppet Abbasid caliphate also continued in Egypt from 909 until 1520.  Until the fall of the Ottoman empire, the Turkish sultans used the title.  The caliphate was abolished in 1924 by Ataturk.

Caesarea ad Orontem - the name of Shayzar known to the Crusaders  (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) - established in 1947 by the National Security Act to coordinate, evaluate and disseminate intelligence from other US agencies and to advise the president and the National Security  Council on security matters.  Its Office of Strategic Operations gathers intelligence, its Office of Policy Co-ordination dealt with covert operations and subversion.  Though its field of operations widened considerably under Allen Dulles (director 1953-61), its estimated 15,000 employees spend most of their time in research and analysis at CIA headquarters in Langley, Va.  Allen Dulles knew KGB-spy Kim Philby personally.  The agency has no police, subpoena, or law-enforcement powers or internal-security functions.  Succeeded Central Intelligence Group (formed Jan 1946), which succeeded the Office of Strategic Services. [NADE89, KNIG89]

Central Treaty Organization (CENTO) - began with the Baghdad Pact of 1955 allying Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, and Britain.  Iraq withdrew in 1958 after its pro-western govt was overthrown. Iran and Pakistan withdrew in 1979, dissolving the organization.

Cheka - Russian abbreviation of "Extraordinary Commission," the secret police set up by the Bolsheviks (Felix Dzerzhinski) in 1917 to eliminate their opponents.  Reorganized by Stalin in 1922 and renamed OGPU, it was the ancestor of NKVD and the modern KGB.

Clemenceau, Georges (1841-1929), French Statesman and journalist, a founder of the third republic and twice French Premier, 1906-09 and 1917-20.  Clemenceau was a committed republican. He worked with Leon Gambetta (1870) for the overthrow of the Second Empire and supported Zola in the Dreyfus Affair.  During his second premiership, he made a major contribution to the Allied victory in WWI and to the drafting of the Treaty of Versailles.  MSS makes reference to a secret Clemenceau agreement, but perhaps he mislabelled or confused it with either the Sykes-Picot (1916) or the Lyttleton-DeGaulle Agreement (1941).

Crusades - Series of eight religious wars from the end of the 11th to the 13th centuries, organized by European powers to recover Christian holy places in Palestine from the Muslims.  Crusades arose from religious reform and revival, and because the Seljuks of Asia Minor, who had taken Jerusalem (1071), were now threatening the Byzantine Empire, ruled by Alexius I.  There was an enthusiastic response to Pope Urban II's appeal to the Council of Clermont to recover Jerusalem, but political and commercial interests on the part of European rulers confused the issues of religious zeal and wars of conquest.  They were a military failure but cross-fertilized both cultures.

De Gaulle, Charles - (1890-1970) French soldier and statesman, president 1945-6 and 1958-69, noted for his sense of personal destiny and unswerving devotion to France.  Was trained at Sint Cyr military academy, and served under Petain as a captain in WWI.  He then taught military history at Saint-Cyr developing his advanced tactical theories.  When France fell in 1940, he started the Free French movement in England.  In 1944, his provisional government took over liberated France from the Nazi-sponsored Vichy government.  He did much to restore national morale.  After resigning in 1946, he returned the following year with a new party but met with little success and retied in 1953.  On June 1, 1958, he was named premier at the height of the Algerian Crisis; he assumed new and wider powers and passed many reforms that strengthened the economy.  The Algerian crisis worsened, but De Gaulle was largely responsible for its resolution in 1962.  He failed in his aim to make France the leader of a European political community and during the 1960s pursued a policy of national independence.  He resigned in 1969 on the defeat of a referendum designed to give him further powers for constitutional reforms.

Dzerzhinski, Felix Edmundovich (1877-1926), Polish-born revoutionary, one of the founders of the USSR.  From 1917 until his death, he organized and headed the Cheka, the Soviet secret police, known after 1922 as OGPU, and after 1953 as KGB.  He also became commissar of transport 1921 and was head of the supreme economic council 1924.

Earthquake of Hama (1157) - a powerful earthquake of perhaps 7.7 magnitude centered near Hama just outside of Shayzar castle.  The castle was almost totally destroyed.  Taj-al-Dawlah Nasir-al-Din Muhammed, the last of the Munqidhites perished with almost all of his family in the earthquake of 1157.  His wife, Afamiyah, was apparently the only Munquidhite to survive.  Shayzar was repaired the same year and taken over by Nur-al-Din of Damascus.

Eden, Anthony - British Foreign Secretary in 1945; worked in close consultation with the US (Truman) on the action in response to French-Syrian conflict...(1897-1977) British diplomat and prime minister (1955-57), famous for his anti-appeasement stand in the 1930s and for his art in the Suez Canal Crisis in 1956.  Eden became foreign secretary in 1935 but resigned in 1938 in protest against Chamberlain's negotiations with Hitler and Mussolini.  He served again in the foreign office 1940-45 and 1951-55.  As prime minister, he promoted an ill-advised invasion of Egypt (1956) to restore Anglo-French control of the Suez Canal after the Egyptians had nationalized it.  He resigned the next year because of ill health.

Emirate - province controlled by a Muslim ruler usually subordinate to the caliphate of which there was supposed to be only one.  In some contexts, an emir is defined as a male descendent of Muhammed.  In 929, Abd al-Rahman III declared the Cordoban emirate a caliphate, thereby cutting ties with the Abbasid caliphate in Baghdad.

Faisal or Feisal - two kings of Iraq.  Faisal I (1885-1933), son of Hussein, took part in the British-supported (T.E. Lawrence) Arab revolt against the Ottoman Turks in 1915 and was King 1921-1933.  Faisal II (1935-58) reigned from 1939.  His uncle, Abdul Ilah, ruled Iraq as regent till 1953.  In 1958 they were both murdered in a revolution.

Franks - Germanic Tribes, living originally East of the Rhine.  In the 3rd-5th century AD, they repeatedly invaded Gaul and finally overran it.  Clovis I (466-511) united the disparate tribes under his rule, founding the Christian Merovingian dynasty; this was weakened by internal conflict, and finally deposed by the Carolingians in the 8th Century.  Under the rule of Charlemagne (742-814) the Franks reached the height of their power.  France and Franconia in Germany are named for them.

French-Syrian Dispute of 1945 - see Syrian-French Dispute of 1945.

Gambino - NY mafia crime family with whom MS had contact.  Headed by Albert Anastasia.

Genghis Kahn (1167?-1227) - Mongol ruler of one of the greatest empires in world history, born Temujin.  After 20 years of tribal warfare, he was acknowledged as  Genghis Kahn (Universal Ruler) in 1206.  He campaigned against the Ci'in empire in N China (1213-15), and in 1218-25 he conquered Turkestan, Iran, Afghanistan, and Southern Russia.  His empire stretched from the Caucasus Mts to the Indus R and from the Caspian Sea to Peking.  Genghis Kahn was not only a fearsome warrior but also a skilled political leader.

Gillespie, William - head of the Office of War Information in Damascus in 1945. {OWI was a US military propaganda organization during WWII}

Haj = Muslim who has made a pilgrimage to Mecca.

Hazoot = form of torture with a sharp stick.

Hellenistic Age - (333-635) period in which Rome rules Syria.  Many of the cities were temporarily renamed.  In 333, Alexander the Great defeated Persians.  In 635, Khalid ibn al-Walid, a leader of the Muslim caliphate, defeated the Byzantine forces for control.

Hejaz - Northwest province in Saudi Arabia, on the east coast of the Red Sea, the Holy land of Islam.  The cities of Mecca and Medina are the most important Muslim pilgrimage sites.  Saudi Arabia annexed Hejaz in 1924.

Humbolt, Gen - French commander in the Levant in 1945.  Nominally under British General Paget, who commanded all of the Middle East Allied Forces.

Humphrey-Kennedy Debate - At John F. Kennedy's request, MSS spoke up at a Humphrey-Kennedy Debate at Rice Lake during the 1959 presidential election.  Kennedy was questioning Humphrey on his lack of military service.  Humphrey said it was because of his hernia.  Kennedy then asked if there was a doctor in the audience (having pre-arranged to have MSS speak up).  Kennedy asked MSS to give his credentials and then asked whether Humphrey could have repaired his hernia and served in the military if he chose to.  MSS answered, yes.  Kennedy won the debate.

Husein Ibn Ali (c1854-1932), sharif of Mecca 1908-16, and King of Hejaz 1916-24.  In 1916 he led the WWI Arab revolt against the Ottoman Turks and proclaimed himself King of all Arabia.  Assisted by T.E. Lawrence, he drove the Turks from Syria, Northern Arabia, and Transjordan.  In 1924 Ibn Saud forced him to abdicate, and he died in exile.

Ibn = "son of" Example: Razi Saydjari can also be called Ibn Soubhi since his father is Mohammed Soubhi Saydjari. (see also bint, abu, um, ibn)

Ibn Saud (c1880-1953) - creator of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  Inheriting the leadership of the orthodox Wahabi movement, in 1900 he and a small band of followers captured the city of Riyadh, from which his family has been exiled, and by 1912 had conquered the Nejd from Turkey.  During WWI, the British favored his rival, King Hussein Ibn Ali of Hejaz, in their campaign against the Ottoman Turks, but in 1924-25 Ibn Saud defeated Hussein, combining Hejaz and the Nejd to form the kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  He imposed order and awarded oil concessions to US companies from which his family began to derive enormous wealth.  Neutral in WWII, Ibn Saud took little part in the Arab-Israeli War of 1948.

International, The - common name of a number of socialist-communist revolutionary organizations.  Three of these have had historical significance.  The First International, officially the International Working Men's Association, was formed under the leadership of Karl Marx in London in 1864 with the aim of uniting workers of all nations to realize the ideals of the Communist Manifesto.  Divisions grew up between reformers and violent revolutionaries; these became increasingly bitter, culminating the expulsion of the faction led by Mikhail Bakunin after a leadership struggle in 1872.  The association broke up in 1876.  The Second, commonly called the Socialist International, was founded in Paris in 1889 by a group of Socialist parties that later made their headquarters in Brussels.  The leading social democratic parties, including those of Germany and Russia, were represented.  Among representatives were Jean Jaures, Ramsey MacDonald, Lenin, and Trotsky.  It influenced international labor affairs until WWI when it broke up.  The Third or Communist International, generally known as the Comintern, was founded by Lenin in 1919 in an attempt to win the leadership of world socialism; Zinoviev was its first president.  Soviet-dominated from the outset, it aimed in the 1920s to foment world revolution.  In the 1930s, under Stalin, it sought contacts with less extreme left-wing groups abroad, to assuage foreign hostility.  Stalin dissolved it in 1943 as a wartime conciliatory gesture to the Allies.  Comintern was known to be a vehicle for pre-KGB intelligence activities.  Comintern spy cells were typically organized into groups of 5.  Kim Philby later denied being part of such a five-man cell.

Janissaries -  Elite Ottoman Turkish infantry of the 14th-19th centuries, conscripted from prisoners of war and Christian children abducted and reared as fanatical Muslims.  From c1600, Turks gradually infiltrated the highly privileged corps, which became increasingly corrupt.  Unruly and rebellious, it was massacred by the order of Sultan Mahmud II in 1826.

Kennedy - John F. as Senator had contact with MS.

KGB - USSR secret police since 1953. Russian abbr for Komitet Gosudarstvennoi Bezopasnosti committee of State security.  Preceded by NKVD.

La Grand Cesare - name of Shayzar during crusades as known by the Franks (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Larissa - name of shayzar during hellenistic age (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Lawrence, Thomas Edward - called "Lawrence of Arabia" (1888-1935), English scholar, writer and soldier, legendary guerilla fighter with the arabs against the Ottoman Turks in WWI.  As a British Intelligence officer, he carried out with Prince Faisal a successful campaign against Turkish rail supply lines and was with the Arab forces that captured Damascus in 1918.  In the Seven Pillars of Wisdom (1926) he described his wartime experiences and his personal philosophy.  A neurotic, lonely man, he joined the Royal Air Force and Royal Tank Corps under assumed names 1923-5 and again 1925-35.  He was killed in a motorcycle crash.

Lettish Plot or Lockhart conspiracy - Nearly succesful British Secret Intelligence Service plot led by Sydney Reilly to topple the USSR communist regime in the 1920s.  The plan called for an uprising of troops from the Baltic province of Latvia, the Letts, who acted as bodyguards for the communist leaders.  The Letts were to seize Lenin and Trotsky, and Reilly and his followers were to establish a provisional anti-communist government.  There was a sub-plot for a fanatical socialist Dora Kaplan to shoot Lenin if the opportunity arose.  It did, but she only wounded him.  The Letts had been penetrated by loyal communists foiling the plot.  The plot shook communist leadership causing Dzerzhinski, leader of secret police Cheka, to embark on the infiltration plan that ultimately led to the recruitment of Philby, Burgess, McClean, and Blunt.

Levant - (french = point of Sunrise) eastern part of Mediterranean with its islands and neighboring countries. An area from Turkey to Egypt.

Lyttelton-DeGaulle Agreement - (July 23, 1941) agreement signed between Britain (Capt. Oliver Lyttleton, former British Minister of State at Cairo) and France giving France continued control of Syria and Lebanon under Mandate and giving Britain strategic control over the entire Middle East allied forces against Germany and Italy.

Madinat al-Zahra, also possibly Medina Azahara - castle built by Abd al-Rahman III in honor of his wife Zahra near Cordoba in Arab-occupied Spain (Al-Andalus).  Construction began in Nov. 936 about a league north of Cordoba and lasted about 25 years.

Mamelukes or Mamluks - literally "possessed" or "owned." Use by Arabic writers for slaves when not black. Originally non-Arab slaves forming the personal bodyguard of the Egyptian caliphs and sultans.  In 1250 the Mamelukes overthrew the sultanate and ruled until defeated by the Ottomans (1517).  They then became an important part of the Turkish army.  But in 1811, the Egyptian pasha Muhammad Ali ordered a massacre of all Mamelukes.  A very few escaped to lower Nubia, but soon dispersed.

Mardam, Jamil - acting Prime Minster of Syria in 1945.

Marsach, Dudley Wing Commander - identified by French General Oliva-Roget as the second British agent (in addition to Col William Stirling) stirring trouble in Syria.  He was known to the Arabs as Noureddin. [NYT Je 9,4:3]

MI5 - see Security Service.

MI6 - see Secret Intelligence Service.

Mohammed, or Muhammed or Mahomet (c570-632), "the Praised One," founder of Islam, the Muslim faith.  He was born in Mecca and was a member of the ruling tribe.  He became a merchant, and his trade from Mecca brought him into contact with Judaism and Christianity.  At the age of 40, he had a vision of the archangel Gabriel which bade him go forth and preach.  This, and subsequent visions, were recorded in the Koran, the Muslim sacred book.  Mohammed proclaimed himself God's messenger and called on the Meccans to accept Allah as the only God.  At first, he made few converts.  Among the earliest were his wife Khadija, his daughter Fatima, her husband and his cousin, Ali, and his friend Abu Bakr.  As Mohammed's influence increased, the Meccans began to fear he might gain political control of the city.  They persecuted his followers and plotted to murder him.  In 622, he fled to Yathrib, which he subsequently renamed Medina, "City of the Prophet," with Abu Bakr and some followers.  This event is known as the Hegira (departure).  Muslim calendars are dated from the Hegira.  In Medina, Mohammed formed an Islamic community based upon religious faith rather than tribal or family loyalties.  He rapidly extended his territory by conquest and conversion.  In 630, after a long period of warfare with Mecca and winning the battles of Badr (624) and Uhud (625), he captured Mecca with little bloodshed, making it both the political and religious capital of Islam.  He proclaimed the Kaaba a mosque and laid down the ceremonies of the Hadj (pilgrimage) to Mecca.

McClellan, Senator John - headed the Kefauver Cmmte hearing, which found widespread corruption among politicians and police co-operating with organized crime.  Later McClellan chaired the Senate SubCmmte on Investigations - with Robert F. Kennedy as general counsel to the subcommittee, investigated syndicate involvement in organized crime, Jimmy Hoffa was one target.  Joseph Valachi was uncovered by the subcommittee.

Medina Azahara - see Madinat al-Zahra.

Moors - North African people of mixed Berber and Arabic stock who in the 8th Century conquered much of Spain and Portugal, basing their rule in Cordoba and Granada.  Philosophy and the sciences flourished under their patronage, as did architecture.  After losing ground throughout the 13th Century, they were finally driven from the peninsula in 1492. (See Al-Andalus)

Munqidh - see Usamah ibn-Munqidh

Munqidhite - member of clan of Usamah ibn-Munqidh

Nasan = sleepy, also the family name of a branch of the Saydjari family.

NKVD - USSR secret police preceding KGB. It was preceded by OGPU and Cheka.

Noureddin - see Marsach, Dudley.

Office of Strategic Services, OSS (June 1941-Oct 1945) - US government agency formed by executive order of Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942 to collect and analyze strategic information during WWII.  Renamed from COI created in June 1941 based on a proposal by General William "Wild Bill" Donovan to FDR, who became its first director.  The British strongly supported its formation so as to have a central organization for collaboration.  The most successful OSS event was the debriefing of a walk-in agent from the German Foreign Ministry, Dr. Fritz Kolbe, in August 1943 after the British (MI9) rejected suspecting that he was a Nazi plant. The debriefer was Allen Dulles, the OSS representative in Berne, Switzerland.  Although Donovan proposed the continued existence after the war, Harry Truman dissolved the OSS on October 1, 1945, shortly after FDR's death.  The functions of the OSS were split up between the Strategic Services Unit in the War Department and the Bureau of Intelligence Research in the State Department until the formation of the Central Intelligence Agency in 1947. [xxxx??, KNIG89]

Okeefe - Kennedy's Senatorial campaign manager and MSS's attending (physician mentor).

Oliva-Roget, Gen - French Damascus area commander in 1945 Syrian-French dispute.  Commanded by Gen Humbolt, who was, in turn, commanded by General Paget.

Omar Agha - see Agha.

Omayyads, or Umayyads, a dynasty of caliphs who ruled the muslim empire from Damascus, 661-750 AD.  They were essentially Arab in character and relied heavily upon the Syrian Army.  The Omayyad Caliphate is sometimes known as the Arab Kingdom.  They were replaced by the Abbasids of Baghdad.  The last Omayyad fled to Spain (Al-Andalus) and set up the Caliphate of Cordoba in 756.

Ottoman Empire - vast empire of the Ottoman Turks which at its height, during the reign of Sultan Suleiman I, stretched from the far shore of the Black Sea and the Persian Gulf in the East to Budapest in the North and Algiers in the West.  The Ottoman Turks, led by Osman I, entered Asia Minor in the late 1200s and, expanding rapidly, made Bursa their capital (1326).  They crossed to the Balkan Peninsula (1345), and in 1452 Constantinople fell to Mohammed II.  The empire continued to expand in the 16th Century under Selim I, the Terrible, 1512-20 and reached its zenith under Suleiman I.  However, Suleiman I failed to capture Vienna (1529) and was driven back at Malta (1565).  Directly after his death, the Ottoman fleet was annihilated at the naval battle of Lepanto (1571).  During the 1700s and 1800s, the decaying empire fought against Russia, and Greece won its independence.  The reformist Young Turk movement led the empire into WWI on the German side, with disastrous results.  Finally, the nationalists, led by Ataturk, deposed and exiled the last Sultan, Mohammed VI, and proclaimed the Turkish republic in 1922.

Ottoman Period - (1516-1918) period during which the Turkish Ottoman Empire ruled Syria.  In 1516, Sultan Selim I defeated the Mamluks for control of Syria. In 1918, British General Allenby defeated Ottomans in WWI.

Paget, Gen Sir Bernard - British Commander-in-Chief in the Middle East of allied forces in 1945.  Commanded Gen Humbolt, who commanded Gen Oliva-Roget.

Philby, Harry St John (1885-1960) - father of British traitor Kim Philby.  Served in the Indian Civil Service (qua British Colony).  He became a Muslim and took a Saudi slave girl as his second wife.  He lived in Mecca and followed Arab customs. He contributed to The Times of London and belonged to the Athenaeum club.  He was an explorer, scholar, map-maker, and diplomat. He was friends with Jawaharlal Nehru, future Prime Minister of India and Rajiv Gandhi's grandfather, at Cambridge c. 1906.  He was Appointed to British forces in Mesopotamia, fighting the Ottoman Turks in November 1915.  He was a civilian territorial administrator and probably worked for British Intelligence in Baghdad.  Disillusioned by Britain reneging (Sykes-Picot 1916) on their promise of Arab self-determination in exchange for help against the Ottoman Turks.  Became a member c1916 to the political mission to Ibn Saud, with whom he became close friends and whom he advised on relations with perfidious Britain.  He retired in London in Spring 1924.  In 1939, as WWII started, he sought a military intelligence assignment as an Arabist attached to Ibn Saud, but someone else got the job.  He was arrested in August 1940 and held seven months for spreading anti-British propaganda during the War. After his release, he studied pre-Islamic history.  He died in Beirut in 1960; his tombstone inscription (by Kim Philby) read "Greatest of Arabian explorers."  Published The Empty Quarter around 1933. [KNIG89]

Philby, Kim (Harold Adrian Russell Philby 1912-1988), British intelligence officer, recruited as a Soviet spy along with Guy Burgess, Donald McClean, and Anthony Blunt while at Cambridge in the 1930s.  A pre-KGB (NKVD) controller recruited Philby in 1934 in London after Philby returned from a communist-facist conflict in Vienna.  In 1935 he got a job at Review of Reviews, a liberal magazine in which he published articles such as "Lawrence of Arabia, the Work Behind the Legend;" infiltrated the Anglo-German Fellowship 1936; was hired by The Times in 1937 as second correspondent with Franco's Nationalist forces in the Spainish Civil War.  Philby joined the British Secret Intelligence Service during WWII in July 1940 at the recommednation Guy Burgess who had already inflitrated SIS.  His section D was soon absorbed by the Special Operations Executive set up in July 1940 to set Europe ablaze.  Philby was put in chrage of propaganda training.  Philby soon transferred from SOE into the Iberian subsection in SIS section 5 - counter-espionage.  During the War (1940-1945) his covert mission was to thwart any attempts at a separate peace between Germany (including anti-Hitler elements) and England allowing Germany to focus its forces against the USSR.  His overt mission was to run the counter-espionage Iberian desk in charge of Spain and Portugal.  By 1944, because intelligence assaults on Britain waned as Germany lost ground, section 5 dealt with counter-espionage only in areas such as South America and Arabia.  In February 1945, he had maneuvered an appointment as the first head of the newly formed section 9, which was responsible for "the collection and interpretation of information concerning Soviet and Communist espionage and subversion in all parts of the world outside British territory."  In 1945 Philby was almost compromised twice: Canada, Sept as defector Igor Gouzenko's "Elli"; Turkey, August in aborted defection attempt by Konstantin Volkov, which Philby thwarted personally in Istambul.  In Feb 1947, Philby became SIS station chief in Istambul Turkey, where he seemed to accomplish little.  In Aug 1949, he was appointed First Secretary to the British Embassy in Washington and was the SIS liaison to the FBI and CIA.  In 1949-50, Philby co-commanded a joint SIS-CIA operation to topple the communist regime in Albania.  Philby exposed the operation to the Soviets, making it a dismal failure. In May 1951, Burgess and McClean (code-named Homer) fled to Moscow to escape FBI and MI5, who were getting close to McClean through Venona decrypts. The defection sparked a probe into Philby because of his close association with Burgess in Washington.  In June 1951, Philby resigned from SIS and was secretly tried by MI5 in Nov 1952.  The several month trials were inconclusive.  Philby then worked outside the government.  On October 23, 1954, a story planted indirectly by J. Edgar Hoover of the FBI, was published in the New York Sunday Times naming Philby as the Third Man.  On November 7, 1954, Foreign Secretary Macmillan issued a statement clearing Philby; a day later, Philby held a televised press conference.  In July 1956, SIS hired Philby as an agent in Beirut under cover of The Observer and The Economist, where again, he did not seem to accomplish much.  In 1960, SIS activated Philby in hopes of obtaining conclusive evidence that he was a spy.  In Dec 1961, the Golitsyn defection and testimony by his old friend Flora Solomon fingered him as a KGB-agent.  In Jan 1963, MI5 confronted Philby in Beirut with their evidence, and Philby managed to flee by ship to Moscow.  From 1963-6, Philby was fully debriefed by Sergei of the KGB.  In Nov 1967, a series of articles on Philby appeared in the Sunday Times.  In 1968, he published My Silent War, a KGB-authorized version of his espionage career.  His father was famous Arabist Harry St John Bridger Philby, advisor to King Ibn Saud.  His last interview was given in April 1988 to Philip Knightley, as captured in the book Master Spy.  Philby died May 11, 1988, in Moscow. [NADE89, KNIG89]

Porter, William - American Consul in Damascus in 1945.

Razi - see Rhazes

Rhazes, Razi, al-Razi, ar-Razi, Abu Bakr Mohammed Ibn Zakariya Al Razi - (841/861-923/935) great arab physician; chief physician at the hospitals in Ray (near Tehran) and Baghdad.  Wrote a Treatise on Smallpox and Measles c910, which was the first graphic description of smallpox as differentiated from the measles.  Considered the best original mind and clinician of the Middle Ages, he developed the use of seton in surgery and treated bladder and kidney stones.  He had some 120 monographs on medicine and surgery to his credit.  His al-Hawi, a comprehensive medical encyclopedia, was translated into Latin in 1279 and first printed in 1486 under the title Continens.  The namesake of Razi Ray Saydjari; not related to the Saydjari family.

Saracens - the name given by medieval Christians to the Arabic and Turkish Muslims who conquered former Christian territory in SW Asia, N. Africa, Spain, and Sicily.

Sayda - see Sidon.

Saydjari - family name

Sayjar - modern name for shayzar (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Security Intelligence Middle East (SIME) - Suborganization(?) of the British Secret Intelligence Service targeting the Middle East.  In 1945, it was headed(?) by Brigadier Douglas Roberts. [KNIG89]

Security Service (MI5) - British counter-espionage organization under the control of the War Office.  Headed by Sir Dick White 1956-68.  Sister service to Secret Intelligence Service.  Infiltrated Jan 1939 by Guy Burgess and Anthony Blunt, colleagues of Kim Philby. [KNIG89]

Secret Intelligence Service or MI6 (SIS, 1909-  ) - British intelligence organization, with its origin in the Secret Service Bureau created in the midst of anti-German hysteria in 1909.  Section 5, headed during the war by Felix Cowgill, was the counter-espionage department; Section 9, formed in 1944, was counter-intelligence devoted to anti-communist operations and known originally as MI-1c until the 1920s.  Its first chief or 'C' was Captain Mansfield Smith-Cumming under the War Office and later the Foreign Office.  Targeted communism in the 1920s and almost succeeded in toppling the Bolsheviks with the Lettish Plot (or Lockhart Conspiracy) led by Sydney Reilly.  Taken over by Admiral Hugh Sinclair when Cumming died in 1923, then Stewart Menzies in 1939.  Relayed Ultra decrypt (from German Enigma) from Bletchley Park to Churchill as chronicled by official British intelligence historian Sir Harry Hinsley. It was infiltrated by KGB spy Kim Philby 1940-1955.  Sister service to the British Security Service, MI5, concerned with counter-espionage. [KNIG89]

Seijar - alternate spelling of town and castle (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Seijari - english spelling for family name.

Seljuks - the Turks who came from central Asia in the 11th Century to found dynasties stretching from the borders of India to the Mediterranean Sea.  They adopted Arabic culture and championed Islam, but soon fragmented into rival principalities weakened by crusaders and by the Mongols, to whom they fell in the 13th Century.  The Ottoman Empire rebuilt Turkish power from the 1300s.

Semid III - Ottoman ruler under which Omar Agha was Grand Vezir

Senzar - name of shayzar in Egyptian Era as mentioned in the inscriptions of Thutmose III and Amenhotep II (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Sezar - the name of Shayzar in Egyptian era as mentioned in the inscriptions of Thutmose III and Amenhotep II (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Sezer - name of shayzar during Byzantine Empire (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Shaizar - alternate spelling of town and castle (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Shayzar - the name of original town and castle, though fortified since ancient times, the current castle dates from the 12th Century when it was rebuilt after the earthquake of Hama in 1157. It is of Saracen workmanship and was one of the Arabs chief fortresses.  It belonged to the princes of Banu Munqidh family, who clashed several times with neighboring Frankish stronghold at Apamea.  Successfully resisted many crusading armies.   (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Sheizar - alternate spelling of town and castle (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Shiek = priest, a Muslim religious title for men (see also Sitna)

Shone, Terrence - British Minister in 1945 to whom the Syrian president appealed during the Syrian-French dispute.

Shuki al Kuwatly - Syrian president in 1945.

Sidon - also called Sayda; a great commercial city of ancient Phoenicia, on the Lebanese coast.  Founded in the 3rd millennium BC, it is mentioned in the Bible and in Homer. It is famed for its purple dyes and glassware.  Not to be confused with Sayjar, one of the many names for Shayzar.

Sidzara - name of shayzar in age of ancient greece  (see also Caesarea, La Grand Cesare, Larissa, Sayjar, Seijar, Senzar, Sezar, Sezer, Shaizar, Sheizar, Shayzar, Sidzara)

Sitna = our lady, a Muslim religious title for women (see also Sheik)

Spears, Sir Edward - British Major General and member of Parliament (House of Commons) in 1945, former minister to the Levant, always bitterly opposed to French aspirations in that area, suggested the British should take strong steps to bring the bloodshed to an end and that they should cause the independence of Syria and Lebanon to be respected, in view that the British had guaranteed that independence.

Stettinius, Edward - US Secretary of State in 1945.  Was attending an allied conference in San Francisco on May 30, 1945, at which he explicitly chose not to make the Syrian-French dispute an issue...(1900-1949) US businessman and statesman.  Chairman of United States Steel at age 37, he administered the lend-lease program 1941-43, was Secretary of State 1944-45 and founder delegate to the United Nations.

Stirling, Col William - a friend of T.E. Lawrence; age 63 in 1945, was there when Lawrence helped take Damascus from Ottomans in 1918.  He was identified by French General Oliva-Roget as the second British agent (in addition to Wing Commander Dudley Marsach), stirring trouble in the Syrian-French conflict of 1945 that led to Syria's independence.  [NYT Je 9,4:3]  Stirling was Col. Billow's (says MSS) superior. He reported to General Spears (says MSS).

Stokes, R.R. - Labor party member of Parliament in 1945 blamed the British government for the crisis in the Levant because it had never made clear the results of discussions held in Paris in Oct and Nov 1944 between Prime Minister Churchill, Mr. Eden and Gen Charles DeGaulle.

Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 - France was to be free to establish its administration in Lebanon and on the coast and to provide advice and assistance to whatever regime existed in the interior.  Later, in Nov. 1918, Britain and France declared their intention of establishing in Syria and Iraq, "national governments drawing their authority from the initiative and free choice of native populations."

Syrian-French Dispute of 1945 - conflict culminating on May 30 in which British-backed Syrians fought to gain full independence from France.  200 Syrian civilians were hospitalized.  British officers were fired upon.  1700 Druse tribesmen in the local French army surrender along with their French officers to local Syrian patriots indicating that some of the French troops did not agree with DeGaulle's policy.

Thutmose III or Totmes III, Pharaoh - (ruled c1468-c1436) mentions Shayzar (Senzar and Sezar) in his inscriptions. He was overshadowed by his father's wife for 22 years until her death.  A great soldier, he made Syria secure and extended Egypt's power in Asia.  His many monuments (notably at Karnak and Heliopolis) include "Cleopatra's needles" (one now in New York, the other in London) (see also Amenhotep II.

Truman, Harry S. - United States President in 1945.  Issued a statement inMay 30 that he was not asked to mediate the French-Syrian dispute, but that the US was interested in hastening a peaceful solution of the disorders in the Levant and was actively engaged in negotiations supplementing Britain's to that end.  Behind the scenes, the US attitude to the Syrian-French dispute was strongly against France, insisting on an immediate end of fighting in Syria and that the independence of Syrian and Lebanon be left unimpaired.

Um = mother of (see also bint, abu, um, ibn)

Usamah Ibn-Munqidh - (1095-1188) famous Knight from Shaizar, fought in Crusades; ancestor of Saydjari family; wrote Memoirs of an Arab Syrian Gentleman - one of the few books to have survived from that era.

Umar Agha - see Agha

Vichy - town, which was the seat of government under Marshall Henri Petain in unoccupied France in 1940 and under Laval continued to collaborate with the Nazis after the whole of France was occupied in 1942.  Toppled around Sept 1944 when Germany was driven from most of France.

Visigoths (West Goths) - Germanic people who in the 200s AD invaded Roman Dacia (Romania) and advanced into Northern Italy, parts of France (then called Gaul) and much of Spain.  Roderick, last Gothic King of Spain, lost his throne to the Moors in 711 (see Abd al-Rahman).

Volkov, Konstantin - NKVD (forerunner of the KGB) officer.  Attempted to defect in Istanbul Turkey in August 1945 to the British Embassy.  Kim Philby, KGB mole inside Britain's Secret Intelligence Service, got the request to defect in London.  Volkov said he knew of two spies in the Foreign Office and one of them the head of counter-espionage in London.  Philby notified the Soviets, and Volkov was detained and sent back to Moscow before he had a chance to defect and reveal the spies.  The head of counter-espionage in London Volkov was referring to is thought to have been either Philby himself or possibly Hollis (theorized by Peter Wright).

Wadsworth, George - US Minister in 1945 to whom the Syrian president appealed during the Syrian-French dispute.
